
APP CONCOURS 2007-2008 
 

Friday, May, 23rd at FAO headquarters 
 

Debating tournament 
 
 
 

Rules 
 

 
1. Before each debate, a draw shall be made in order to decide on the competing teams, 

then the motion and lastly the sides (proposition or opposition). 
2. The preparation time is 20 minutes. The teams can use their documents during 

preparation. 
3. The debates are of the parliamentary format. The team defending the motion (or 

"question") is called the proposition and is the first to speak whereas the other team 
is called the opposition. After the first speaker of the proposition has spoken, it is the 
turn of the first speaker of the opposition to speak back (rebuttal) and so on, until 
the fourth speaker of the opposition has spoken. 

4. Each debate lasts 30 minutes maximum. Each competitor can speak 3 minutes at 
most. These 3 minutes include his or her answer(s) to the question(s) put by the 
opposite side. 

5. Each speaker can be asked at least one question (point of questioning) by the 
opposite side but he or she can refuse to be interrupted while speaking. In that case, 
he or she shall take at least one question at the end of his or her presentation. No 
speaker has to answer more than one question. 

6. The floor (the audience) can ask one or two questions at the end of each debate (i.e. 
after the last debater of the opposition has spoken). These questions, of a general, 
nonpartisan kind,  shall be  intended for- and answered by - both teams. 

7. In the event of a draw between all three teams, a sparring match shall enable the 
jury to decide between them. All three teams shall prepare a presentation about the 
same motion (arguments, possible counter-arguments and conclusions) and take it in 
turns to carry it out before the jury. 

  
 

  
 
 


